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One question we can answer is where this object 
was found. It was recovered along the road to 
the Fort Basinger military trail. Located in 
Highlands County off the shore of the Kissimmee 
River, Fort Basinger was constructed by U.S. 
soldiers led by Colonel Zachary Taylor during the 
Second Seminole War. It was named after 
William E. Basinger, a U.S. army lieutenant who 
died during the Dade Massacre in 1835 (Lawton, 
1961). The rich history behind the location where 
this object was found alludes to the fascinating 
but unknown truth behind this artifact.
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